Economy — Saoirse

The Long walk to Freeconomy

Join|www. iustfortheloveoﬁt.org! and help start a revolution in community.

From childhood we are taught, both consciously and sub-consciously, that money is as essential to human existence as
oxygen, water, and the soil. Adverts in magazines and on television provide endless peer-pressure ammunition, our
education system has become a factory farm of economic sheep, and even our parents, as well intentioned as they may be,
encourage us to get jobs that will supply us with the maximum material gain. It’s no surprise then that when any serious
debate arises about the role of economy in our society, no one ever theorises about whether we actually need one or not; it’s
always around what type of economy it should be. Choices range from capitalist to communist, global to local, free market
to command economy.

The Economy, as a concept, is relatively recent in the history of mankind, but in the last one hundred years it has become an
increasingly significant portion of the social cake. It has come to the point where environmental issues only begin to get
tackled if they are seen as economically viable, and important positive social projects often get pulled due to short—term
financial viewpoints. It’s now even become the issue that ultimately decides who gets into power in all western elections,
and meeting targets on C0, emissions means nothing if GDP growth falls during that same period in office. James Carville
won an American presidential election for Clinton in the early nineties when he coined the phrase “It’s the Economy,
stupid”. It wasn’t that this modern day maxim was genius in itself; it was the fact that it struck a chord in the minds of over
fifty per cent of the American electorate.

A strong economy, it would seem then, has become as vital to human existence as clean air, water and fertile soil. In truth
it’s actually seen as even more important, as many believe that given a booming economy, science can provide for the
others. So when I recently proposed a philosophical society based on Freeconomy, the word ‘unrealistic’ reared its
unimaginative head. Freeconomy, 1 best explain, is a society in which money doesn’t need to change hands. It is a society
that places at its core a limitless network of fluid, harmonious and sustainable relationships between individuals,
communities and the land. Each person does whatever they are good at for the benefit of others, and by being of service to
fellow members of the community, can reconnect with people and place and escape the feelings of spiritual isolation that
are so predominant in today’s fragmented society. A Freeconomy is then, by its very nature, a local phenomenon. It’s about
using local resources to satisfy local needs.

Initially people told me that the world couldn’t operate like that now, people wouldn’t accept or understand it and that
society would crumble. So, I proceeded to ask, why are we the only species on the planet that needs an economy? Birds
don’t have an economy. Trees don’t have an economy. And as far as I’'m aware earthworms don’t have an economy. So
what my pro—economy friends and I agreed upon after a lengthy discussion was that, at some point in history, a lack of trust
in both humanity and in the universe to provide every year, coupled with a fear of societal rules and a desire for more and
more things, have led us to a situation where the economy is no longer just the means, it is the ends.

Having agreed upon that, my wavering friends were still adamant that we could not change to a Freeconomy. Money, in any
human language today, means security. It’s insurance against the universe, nature and the rest of humanity letting us down
and not providing for us. No money means no security. So I posed them the following question; what would happen if a
post peak oil capitalist economy, quite literally, toppled from its speculative foundations in the next 10 to twenty years, and
money lost all value beyond kindling? What would be defined as true security in such a circumstance — lots of pieces of
paper and metal in abandoned banks, or skills, and a very tightly knit community built on the foundations of mutual service?

The increasing likelihood of the above scenario gives us two simple choices — either we start making the shift now towards
living as part of communities that function with us all helping each other, or we wait until that way of living is forced upon
us with no time to acclimatise. If we make the choice to live in service to each other, teaching and helping, it will become a
source of joy for us; if we don’t have time to adequately prepare, if we are unexpectedly dislocated from the way of life to
which we have become accustomed to, we will not only see it as an affliction and despise it, but worse still we will be
lacking in the skills needed to recover and survive as a species.

And therefore my believe that we need to get back to a community service based society, as opposed to one based on
money, has become so strong that I am about to embark on a 10,000km pilgrimage from Bristol to India, without any
money and carrying only a small backpack and a large chunk of trust in my fellow human beings, committing regular acts


http://www.justfortheloveofit.org/

of help. Along the way I will be speaking on peace and non—violence, climate change and of course Freeconomy and the
ways in which communities can make the transition to building their own. The aim of my walk will be to bring people
together and form interweaving communities of individuals and groups who help each other not for profit, but for the love—
ofit, and hence live in freeconomies. The gesture may be small or large, the community network may be small or large, it’s
unimportant. What is important is that we start interacting again, that we start talking to our neighbours again. What is
important is that we start offering to help each other for the love of helping each other again. What is important is that we
start cooking dinner together or baking bread together again, and that we simply sfart being communities again.

To this effect I have set up{www.justfortheloveofit.org] It’s really simple. When you sign up for free as a member, you tick
all the skills you have out of a list of about three hundred. Then, whenever you have a job that needs doing that requires
skills you don’t possess, you can contact any other fellow member, ideally within your locality, to request their help. In the
process of all this you’ll probably learn how to do that particular job in the future, and by connecting on a human level
through the simple gift of generosity, you may even make a new friend. On the other hand, others will be able to contact
you to seek help, and you will be provided with an opportunity to teach others the skills you’ve learned over the years.

The sceptic may say, however, that everyone will just ask for help, and none give, because that is the human condition. On
the website however you will be able to see references left by fellow members, which will outline any amazing or not so
amazing experiences. In this Freeconomy the only currency you carry is your reputation. So the person you help may not
instantly return it, but I am as certain that it’ll be returned from some quarter as I am of the universal law of Karma.

Freeconomic societies may be slow to really gather momentum. Again that is unimportant. The regenerative power of one
seed cannot be underestimated. A forest can grow from the germination of a single seed, and similarly one simple act of
generosity can give life to an infinite number of others.

So my pilgrimage to restore help—based communities will have two aspects to it. Firstly, it’s to make my life my message
and to live out the ideals I wish to promote to others. In doing so, I want to touch the hearts of my fellow humans and
inspire the desire to return to a Freeconomy or as close to it as can be got. If you have a skill I will be asking you to share it
with others, if you have land I will be asking you to give up the amount you don’t need as allotments for the local
community.

Secondly, 1 want to provide a tool for the people in those towns I visit to use after I inevitably move on to the next
community. This website will be that tool, to be used by people as a method of meeting others in their own neighbourhood
and as a way of getting back to a society that can function with very little, if any money at all, changing hands.

Lady Eve Balfour once said that any reform that isn’t built on spiritual foundations is destined to fail. Social reform is badly
needed today, yet we still cling to money and credit, those evil twins that got us here in the first place, as the panacea for our
problems. But if what Lady Eve believes is true, our present society has no chance. Money is the manifestation of fear and
insecurity. But fear, insecurity and spirituality do not grow well in the same field. Therefore I believe that money has no
place alongside spirituality, and hence any reforms built on a monetary basis are doomed to fail.

Let’s just stop using old weapons to fight new wars. Now is the time for imagination. I invite you to join me.

You can help build a Freeconomy in whatever way you want — you can sign up for free on
www.justfortheloveofit.org, join me at any stage on my walk or start setting up your own
Freeconomy, however small.

Saoirse leaves Bristol for India on the 30™ January 2008. If you are interested about more
information then contact him via the website.
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